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No Disease Left Behind (NDLB) 
 

When and why was your club formed? 

No Disease Left Behind (NDLB) is a student group at the University of the Pacific Thomas J. Long 

School of Pharmacy & Health Sciences that raises awareness of orphan diseases through education and 

community outreach. It was founded in the summer of 2014 by 4 student pharmacists and it was selected 

as the winning project of the Phi Lambda Sigma (Pharmacy Leadership Society) leadership competition.  

 

What are your primary activities? 

We strive to do so through monthly informative posts known as disease in the spotlight, distribution of 

pamphlets, educational poster boards which are promoted at health fairs, set up speaker events to inform 

the community of rare disease, our annual rare diseases charity paint nite, rare disease photo campaign, 

and much more.  

 

What does it mean to become more involved with the rare disease community? 

In the United States, a disease is considered rare if it affects less than 200,000 Americans. There are about 

6,800 total rare diseases. Many people don't know this, but 95% of these rare diseases do not have one 

single FDA approved drug treatment. Rare diseases do not get the attention that they deserve. Our 

purpose is to empower students and the community with knowledge pertaining to orphan diseases, and to 

bring about active service to help those that are affected.  

 

Why do you want to be affiliated with NORD? 

NDLB and NORD both have similar goals which is to raise awareness of orphan diseases through 

education and community outreach. And we feel that NORD will provide us the knowledge as well as the 

information to help further our reach of achieving our ultimate goal to make our community much more 

aware and to help join the fight against orphan diseases, because “together, no disease is left behind.” 

 

How will this club impact your future career? 

Our mission is to empower students and the community with knowledge pertaining to orphan diseases, 

and bring about active service to help those that are affected. As future healthcare providers/pharmacists, 

we are the first healthcare profession as well as the most easily accessed to answer any questions and 

concerns a patient has. Such that with the knowledge we gain from NDLB we can help expand the 

knowledge of rare disease to one patient at a time.  

 

Other activities:  

 Poster board on two rare diseases for community health fairs 

 Speaker event in February 

 Presentation to pharmacy students for Rare Disease Day 

 PaintNite 

 Monthly Disease in the Spotlight (Social Media) 

 Card making event  

 Photo campaign with gene ribbons 

 Tie dye event to spread awareness of all rare diseases 

 


