March 17, 2021
Dear Representative:
The undersigned organizations represent thousands of patients and consumers in Arkansas who face
serious and chronic health conditions. We write today to express our continued support for Medicaid
expansion in Arkansas. Medicaid coverage is critical to helping our state’s most vulnerable patients
access care, especially in the midst of a global pandemic.
SB410 would create the Arkansas Health and Opportunity for Me (ARHOME) Program to continue
Medicaid expansion in Arkansas. Medicaid expansion is critically important for patients with serious and
chronic health conditions. For example, research shows an association between Medicaid expansion and
early stage cancer diagnosis, when cancer is often more treatable.1 Medicaid expansion provides
continuous care to pregnant women before, during, and after pregnancy, leading to decreases in both
maternal deaths and infant mortality.2 Another study found that Medicaid expansion was associated
with reductions in deaths from opioid overdose, including those involving heroin and synthetic opioids.3
Finally, Medicaid expansion is also playing an important role in addressing health disparities—one
recent study found that states that expanded Medicaid under the ACA have reduced racial disparities in
timely treatment for cancer patients.4 Our organizations strongly support the continuation of Medicaid
expansion in Arkansas.
Our organizations urge you to reconsider the premiums and cost-sharing for patients in SB410 that
could limit access to care. Research has shown that even relatively low levels of cost-sharing for lowincome populations limit the use of necessary healthcare services.5 Additionally, we urge you to ensure
that ARHOME does not create administrative barriers and confusion for patients that could reduce
patients’ access to care. Finally, our organizations urge you to fully reinstate retroactive coverage
instead of limiting it to 30 days.

Our organizations thank you for your commitment to continuing Medicaid expansion in Arkansas and
urge you to minimize any financial and administrative barriers to patients as you reauthorize this critical
program.
Sincerely,
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
American Diabetes Association
American Heart Association
American Lung Association
American Kidney Fund
Arthritis Foundation
Chronic Disease Coalition
Hemophilia Federation of America
National Hemophilia Foundation
National Multiple Sclerosis Society
National Organization for Rare Disorders
Susan G. Komen
The AIDS Institute
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
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